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ill en | thus will you be obtainers of both ends.1 Im-
pure, Lord, is nakedness for a woman, disgusting, and
revolting.                                                                17

"These are the circumstances, Lord, that I had in
view.3'                                                                     1S

The Blessed One said: " But what was the advan-
tage you had in view for yourself, O Vishakha, in ask-
ing these eight boons of the Tathagatha ? "                1<J

Vishakha replied :                                                 20

"Bhikshus who have spent the rainy seasons in
various places will come, Lord, to Shravasti to visit
the Blessed One. And on coming to the Blessed One
they will ask, saying : ' Such and such a bhikshu, Lord,
has died. What, now, is his destiny?' Then will the
Blessed One explain that he has attained the fruits of
conversion; that he has entered Nirvana or attained
arhantship, as the case may be.                                21

"And I, going up to them, shall ask, 'Was that
brother, Sirs, one of those who had formerly been at
Shravasti?' If they reply to me, 'He has formerly
been at Shravast?,' then shall I arrive at the conclusion,
< For a certainty did that brother enjoy either the robes
for the rainy season, or the food for the incoming bhik-
shus, or the food for the outgoing bhikshus, or the
food for the sick, or the food for those that wait upon
the sick, or the medicine for the sick, or the constant
supply of rice-milk.'                                                '**

"Then will gladness spring up within me; thus
gladdened, joy will come to me; and so rejoicing all
my frame will be at peace. Being thus at peace I shall
experience a blissful feeling of content; and in that
bliss my heart will be at rest. That will be to me an
exercise of my moral sense, an exercise of my moral
powers, an exercise of the seven kinds of wisdom !